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Drones – Security
Sentinels of Tomorrow

T

he Association of Security
Consultants (ASC) Business
Groups offer regular ‘Learning,
Sharing
and
Networking’
opportunities for ASC members and invited guests at the
Honourable Artillery Company
(HAC) in central London.
At the May 2017 event,
sponsored by Dallmeier UK
and Jacksons Fencing, the ASC
was delighted to welcome Mark
Wharry and Phil Swart from
Strat Aero PLC, who gave a
fascinating demonstration and

insight into how Unmanned
Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) can be
used to great effect within the
security industry.
UAVs are not a new technology, although people seem to
think they are. The military
have been using UAV technology for decades. It has been
tried and tested significantly
within the security industry.
The flexibility achievable with
a UAV is its unique selling
point. Just imagine the
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EDITORIAL

WELCOME

ABOARD!

Chairman’s
Message,
Welcome to this new ASC newsletter which we plan to
issue on a quarterly basis. Hopefully, at this time of
unprecedented growth in the ASC it provides the ASC
Board and Membership an added opportunity to communicate and keep abreast of issues facing the Association
and the security industry at large.

We are delighted to see the
ASC community continue
to grow and flourish. A very
warm welcome to our newest
members who have all
successfully applied for full
membership status.

Abdullah Almusehel
Andrew Brooks
Kevin Burrows
Matthieu Petrigh
Michael Warburton
Pantelis Angelides

It is your newsletter so contributions are welcome from
all membership levels of the ASC and friends and supporters too. If you think it’s relevant and of potential
interest to other readers, please let us know.

…and also a warm welcome
to our rapidly growing number
of Associates who have also
recently joined the ASC.

The ASC AGM in May 2017 announced its 2017 – 2020
strategy, which has two main aims:

Alan Jones

• Growing the ASC in terms of its scope and influence
• Developing business benefits with, and on behalf of, all
ASC members

Ben Gunn

The Board maintains a sincere approach to budgeting
which allows it to extract maximum membership benefits
without adding to the financial burden of members. This
is managed through the encouragement of loyal sponsors
and the active engagement of members. We look forward to
connecting more meaningfully with all ASC members to
contribute and benefit from these changes.

QUESTIONS, COMMENTS, IDEAS
“We would love to hear from you please contact
the editorial team Nick Johnson (njohnson@ija.co.uk),
Julie Nel (julie@b4secure.co.uk) or Gary Thomas
(gary@elite-ssl.com) with your feedback.
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Anthony Wheat
Dan Bishop
Mark Rainbow
Martin Bonfield
Shelley Messenger
Stehpanus Venter
If you are interested in joining
or would like to find out more
about the Association of
Security Consultants, please
visit our website
www.securityconsultants.org.uk
for further details.

TECHNOLOGY

continued from cover page

benefits of putting up a UAV at
a one-off event: One UAV
alone would probably solve all
data collection requirements
and provide live feedback to
terminals which may be mobile
of fixed. The area covered by a
UAV at an altitude of 100m
can reach up to 1km radius.
This clearly has huge advantages when looking at securing
large areas. This can be
achieved using a standard £3k
UAV.
All existing CCTV applications can be used in conjunction with a UAV for tracking,
infrared, facial recognition and
behavioural analysis. The data
collected can then be exploited
according to user requirements.
UAVs provide users with the
benefit of reaching places inaccessible to fixed CCTV: UAVs
are essentially flexible ‘Data
Collectors’.
To utilise this technology
commercially a licence must be
obtained from the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA). Phil
explains that airspace is similar
to a network of ‘highways’ in
the sky and in order to use
them safely, users should be
fully trained, proficient and

Latest release UAV from
DJI the ‘Matrice 210
RTK’ Quadcopter

Spring 2017 Security Consultants Magazine

3

TECHNOLOGY
SECURITYTWENTY17

Geocurve ‘launching’ the first
UK sold ‘Trimble UX5HP’ fixed
wing UAV.

have the appropriate permissions to fly them. The CAA can
authorise operation in congested area on a case-by-case
basis. Geocurve Ltd. (part of
Start Aero) for example are currently using UAVs in central
London.
UAVs have many commercial applications. Users considering deploying UAVs on an
ad-hoc basis, for security or
other applications, are recommended to engage the services
of professional CAA approved
UAV operators, who can offer
advice, potential solutions or
complete the flying aspect of
security operations.

please contact:
Mark Wharry BSc(Hons)
cfs MInstLM,
Tel:+44 1293 804 735
Mob: +44 7447 930946
email: mark@strat-aero.co.uk
Web: www.strat-aero.com

The 2017 Imbert Awards

The ASC supports academic
research and encourages the
development of ideas for the
advancement of risk and security
management in the UK through
the Lord Imbert Prize, named
after one of our longest serving
patrons, Lord Imbert of New
Romney CVO QPM JP, former
Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police and Lord Lieutenant
of Greater London.
Masters Dissertations have
been received from Cranfield,
4

Portsmouth, St Andrews, Bucks
New, Leicester and Brunel Universities for the 2017 awards. A
judging panel, chaired by Lord
Imbert, will select the three best
submitted Master’s theses on
security or intelligence related
subjects. Three finalists and their
academic sponsors attend the
awards luncheon, sponsored by
Dormakaba, at HMS President
on Thursday 29 June 2017 where
the winner will be announced.
HMS President is a Royal
Navy shore establishment and
home of the London based
Royal Navy Reserve. It occupies
a spectacular location on the
bank of the River Thames overlooking Tower Bridge.
To participate in and enjoy
this very special event please visit
https://securityconsultants.org.
u k / i t e m / 2 9 - i m b e r t - aw a rd luncheon
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Back in April, ASC team
members hopped over to
Dublin to attend the Irish leg
of the SecurityTwenty17
annual security exhibition
circuit to raise awareness
about the ASC as well as
test interest in organising
possible future ASC events
in Ireland. The visit was an
undoubted success and we
hope to continue to grow
our membership in the
region by building on our
small but loyal core of Irish
consultants.
Also speaking at the conference was ASC member
Aidan Andersen who gave
an informative talk on a
Branch Security Risk Matrix
tool recently developed in
the UK retail banking sector
and designed to assist Retail Manager’s in assessing
their risk profile as well as
help them determine what
next steps they should
take in terms of monitoring
and managing risk more
proactively.

ASC Member Aidan Andersen
of Redleaf Security Consultants
speaking at SecurityTwenty17
Ireland.

COMMENTARY

Policing the
imprecise threat
A personal perspective from
ASC Patron Sir Hugh Orde

I

On the 22nd March 2017, 52 year old Briton Khalid
Masood drove a car into pedestrians on Waterloo
bridge injuring 50 people, four of them fatally before
entering the grounds of New Palace Yard and fatally
stabbing unarmed police officer Keith Palmer. The
whole attack only lasted 82 seconds.”

happened to be in SW1 when
an explosion of sirens and a
police helicopter hovering over “Regulation and open
Westminster suggested somecommunication by
thing major had taken place.
the Acting Deputy
Following the immediate and
entirely understandable chaos
Commissioner has to
that such an attack creates, we
date ensured the facts
learnt over the following few
hours the harsh reality that both
overrule the rumour
police and public lives had been
and speculation that
lost.
also accompanies
Reflecting on what took place
raises many issues. They range
such events.”
from was the attack preventable
through to officer safety and target hardening. All these issues
will no doubt be forensically
examined post event with the that the primary objective of an
huge advantage of hindsight. insurgency is to cause terror, creBut any review has to remember ate fear and change how we live

our lives. The fact that the attack
was aimed at the heart of our
democracy, with the appalling
and mindless precursor on Westminster Bridge underling the sick
determination of the attacker to
provoke.
The response to date has
been
extremely
balanced,
thoughtful and as the Prime
Minister described it “steely”.
This must be maintained looking
forward; the recognition across
the piece of the role the police
play in keeping us safe being
welcome, and regular and open
communication by the Acting
Deputy Commissioner has to
date ensured the facts overrule
the rumour and speculation that
also accompanies such events.

Spring 2017 Security Consultants Magazine

5

COMMENTARY

The role of police leadership
will also be crucial. Today,
police officers (mostly unarmed)
will be carrying out their duties
in an almost identical way as
they did yesterday. But every call
will be viewed slightly differently,
as there are no rules in terrorism
as to what happens next-apart
from the likelihood that it will be
different-and they deserve both
support and recognition.
On the 22nd March 2017,
PC Keith Palmer went to work
at a location that was clearly a
potential target for terrorists,
and carried out his duties as he
had done many times before. He
paid with his life protecting our
democracy. He was clearly critical
in blocking the attacker from
reaching any further than the
first line of defence before he
was shot. I am sure that just like
the officers I had the privilege to
command in Northern Ireland,
the Acting Commissioner can be
similarly reassured that his
officers and staff will never step
back from danger or let Londoners down.
Looking forward, explaining
and discussing the challenges of
protecting citizens form the new
terrorism will (rightly) come to
the fore. In fact, it has already
started; “How do the police stop
a car driving down a pavement?”
being but one example that I was
asked today. Against this tragic
catalyst, it is an opportunity for
6

“The willingness of the
ill-informed to join
disparate pieces of
isolated information
into a seamless
stream of evidence
should not be
underestimated.”

the leadership to explain the
complexity of policing the current
threat in a balanced and proportionate way. It seems to me that
whilst the work of all our intelligence agencies remains absolutely vital because of the spectrum of attacks we face, the least
predictable are the unknown
lone actors or small groups who
don’t generate the activity we
need to find them pre event.
The UK model of policing,
going back to 1829 has perhaps
never been as important. It is
the citizen in uniform (sworn
and unsworn) embedded in the
diverse communities we police
over time that may be the most
important link in the chain.

Security Consultants Magazine Spring 2017

Communities will spot those
behaving differently far sooner
than we will. If we can build
those relationships and trust, the
chance of a quiet conversation
secure in the knowledge that it
will be treated proportionately
and sensitively just might prevent some atrocity in the future.
So, in answer to that question;
it may be “More community
policing” is part of the answer.
No doubt the media focus
will now shift towards the return
to normality, and the investigation. It is inevitable that at some
stage the question of preventability will emerge. Not having
foresight, it is impossible predict
the outcome of this debate, but
the willingness of the ill-informed
to join disparate pieces of isolated
information into a seamless stream
of evidence should not be underestimated. The leadership will
need to push back on any unjust
analysis by such experts, and
engage where there is a case to
be heard. The issues of resources
and capacity are of course part
of this complex equation and
also merit open discussion.
What must not change is our
resolve to police with the minimum
use of force and minimum interference with the rights of the citizen.
Notwithstanding the ebb and
flow of some cases that well
illustrate policing in the UK is
not perfect, the outpouring of
public and political support following these tragic events should
reassure the leadership that a
proportionate and thoughtful
response to such provocation is
the sensible way forward, and in the
tradition of the service that the public still holds in such high regard.
This article is an abridged version
of an article that appeared in
the April edition of Police Insight
Magazine. Reprinted with kind
permission by ASC Patron and
Sir Hugh Orde OBE QPM.

TECHNO CORNER

Featured Security App: citizenAID

CitizenAID is a free downloadable
app for Iphone users which aims
to provide simple clear teaching
instructions for immediate actions

and first aid when dealing with a
variety of emergency situations
including a stabbing, bomb incident or mass shooting and could
be considered a useful reference
tool for teachers, medics and
business professionals alike.
The app is very informative
and no doubt information contained will help to save lives. If
there is one bit of criticism with
the current format, it is that
there is a lot of content fitted on
to one screen and at the
moment, text size is not scaleable
making it sometimes difficult
to read. There also does not
appear to be an android version
available although one would
expect given the usefulness of
this tool, that other version will
be coming available soon.

OBITUARY

Mike Tennent
It is with great sadness as we were going to
print to announce the passing of former ASC
Board Director and passionate member,
Founder of Tavcom and champion of the security
industry Mike Tennent who passed away at the
beginning of May. He will be greatly missed.

John Benton
The ASC are also sad to announce the passing
of John Benton, the ASC’s very first Chairman,
who in 1991 helped set up the ASC. During his
tenure Chairman, served five years in that position. He was instrumental in many ways, helping to form the ASC, and his links with the
political world lead to him introducing early
patrons Lord Nicholas Bethel and Sir Rhodes
Boyson. After a fall on Christmas evening, John
was admitted to St. Mary’s Hospital Paddington
where he died in the early evening of Thursday
16th February at the age of 91, having contracted Bronchopneumonia. Our thoughts are
with his wife, children and grandchildren.

WE WANT TO HEAR
FROM YOU?
Have you been awarded
a key contract, received
an industry or a leading
business accolade? Then
please get in touch.
Email Gary Thomas at
gary@elite-ssl.com
or Julie Nel at
julie@b4secure.co.uk
ASC Hat-trick in the
‘Security Consultancy’
category of the UK’s first
UK Outstanding Security
Performance Awards
(OSPAs) 2017
All three finalists in the
‘Security Consultancy’
category of the UK
Outstanding Security
Performance Awards
(OSPAS) were drawn from
the Association of Security
Consultant (ASC) members:
• Praemunitus Ltd, Police
Capacity Building
Team, Somaliland
ASC members Joe
Connell & Steve Beels
• R FM Solutions
ASC member Bob Martin
• IJA Security & Risk
Consultants
ASC member
Nick Johnson
Praemunitus Ltd went on
to win in both the ‘Security
Consultancy’ and ‘Investigator’ categories based
on their extensive police
capacity building programmes conducted in
Somaliland between 2011
and 2016.
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INTERNAL

FORTHCOMING

EVENTS
20-22nd June
IFSEC

29th June
Imbert Awards Luncheon,
HMS President, London

04th July
SecurityTwenty 17 – NORTH,
Harrogate

05th September
SecurityTwenty 17 –
SCOTLAND, Glasgow

28th September
ASC Business Group,
Armoury House,
City Road London

SECURITY
TWENTY17
Calling all members – are
you thinking of attending
IFSEC or a SecurityTwenty17
event and have a couple of
hours to spare to man the
ASC stand, then we would
love to hear from you.
Please contact our events
coordinator Graeme Dow
on gdsafe@waitrose.com
to register your interest?

SPONSOR
US!
We are currently looking
for potential sponsors to
support future editions of
our newsletter.
For further information
and other sponsorship
opportunities with the ASC,
please contact
secretary@
securityconsultants.org

12th October
CONSEC 2017,
London Heathrow Marriott

16th November
ASC Business Group
Armoury House,
City Road, London

1st December
House of Lords
Christmas Dinner
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